
  

 

Sandra Yagi 
Yokai Night Parade 

Artist Statement 
 
 
My series of gouache and ink paintings depicts a parade of numerous supernatural entities 

and spirits, known as yōkai, parading through Japanese villages and countryside. This 

procession, Hyakki Yagyō, was a popular theme in Japanese art, and was usually shown in long 

scrolls in pre-modern Japan. 

 

I’m interested in both science and myth, as these arenas of knowledge seek to explain the 

natural world. In Japanese mythology, yōkai provide explanation for natural phenomenon, 

such as echoing voices in a canyon, creaking floorboards, and other unusual and (at the time) 

unexplainable observations. In the modern era, these phenomena are explained via science 

and empirical deduction, but yōkai have not faded away. They have remained popular in 

contemporary media and culture and have influenced characters such as Yōkai Watch video 

games, numerous anime films and comics, and the Pokémon franchise. 

 

Learning about yōkai has also allowed me to explore my ancestral Japanese heritage and 

culture. I remember my mother, grandmother and great aunt talking about yōkai, including 

tanuki (shapeshifting racoon dogs), kitsune (shapeshifting foxes) and haka no hi (fires coming 

out of graves), as well as ghosts. There are hundreds of yōkai, many of which were cataloged 

by artist and writer Toriyama Sekien (1712-1788) and more recently illustrated by Shigeru 

Mizuki (1922-2015). For inspiration, I looked mainly at traditional Japanese artists, such as 

Kawanabe Kyosai, and Shigeru Mizuki. 

 

My technique is informed by traditional media and techniques of western art, so I used pen 

and ink and gouache on paper for this series. I’ve designed the paintings so that they follow a 

parade-like formation. Each line of paintings has characters faced in the same direction, as 

they would if they were portrayed in a scroll. The gold border is meant to evoke the look of 

traditional Japanese scrolls. 
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2010 
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Polyester Gallery, “The X Show,” Omaha NE 
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2007 
JHS Gallery, “Who Do You Say that I am? “  Taos, New Mexico 
2006 
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Vorpal Gallery,  Beaux & Eros,  San Francisco, CA 
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